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note of the situation before giving the final com-
mands, a white flag fluttered from the battery in
front of him. Without firing a shot, Hull had sur-
rendered Detroit and with it the great territory of
Michigan, the most grievous loss of domain that the
United States has ever suffered in war or peace. On
the same day Fort Dearborn (Chicago), which had
been forgotten by the Government, was burned by
Indians after all its defenders had been slain. These
two disasters with the earlier fall of Mackinac
practically erased American dominion from the
western empire of the Great Lakes. Visions of the
conquest of Canada were thus rudely dimmed in
the opening actions of the war.

General Hull was tried by court-martial on
charges of treason, cowardice, and neglect of duty.
He was convicted on the last two charges and sen-
tenced to be shot, with a recommendation to the
mercy of the President. The verdict was approved
by Madison, but he remitted the execution of the
sentence because of the old man's services in the
Revolution. Guilty though he was, an angry and
humiliated people also made him the scapegoat for
the sins of neglect and omission of which their Gov-
ernment stood convicted. In the testimony offered
at his trial there was a touch, rude, vivid, and very